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Charter Athletic Association Constitution 
Article 1:

Introduction: 
1.1           The Charter Athletic Association is a not-for-profit corporation created to provide competitive athletic competition for non-traditional educational institutions. The CAA consists of charter schools, home school organizations and parochial schools.  It is our goal to help facilitate communication, provide structure and guidelines, organize tournaments and manage the funds necessary for these activities. The CAA seeks to provide high standards of integrity while providing great flexibility to accommodate non-traditional schools. 
1.2  
As a privately owned corporation, the CAA reserves the right to suspend or expel any group who violates the terms set forth in this document. By joining the Charter Athletic Association, you are agreeing to follow the guidelines as set forth in this constitution.

 
Article 2:

Organization of the League:

2.1 
The CAA consists of one Executive Director who hires assistant directors to assist with running the league. (This includes a non-director position for a Secretary/Treasurer) 

2.2   
The CAA Membership will annually elect a Disciplinary Committee consisting of 7 members. To be eligible to be elected to this committee, potential committee members must be a Principal or Athletic Director at a current CAA member school. This committee will be involved in resolving issues that come under the jurisdiction of this Constitution. To make a decision, a minimum of 4 members must be involved in the process to discuss, evaluate a finally issue a decision under the guidelines of Article 7 of this Constitution.  
2.3 
The CAA Membership will annually approve the Disciplinary Committee’s recommendation of the appointment of an outside Arbitrator which will act under the jurisdiction and guidelines of Article 7 of this Constitution. The Arbitrator (who will not be an administrator or employee of any CAA member school) will be paid for services rendered as per mutual agreement with the CAA Executive Director. 
2.4
The Executive Director serves at the leisure of the voting membership. 
2.5
Only schools who have paid all dues and have participated in the league for two years and played at least one sport in two out of the three seasons will be considered member schools and have voting privileges. 
2.8
Junior high schools may not vote in high school specific issues and high schools may not vote in junior high specific issues.
2.9
A Classification Committee will meet at the spring organizational meeting to determine the maximum student enrollment levels for each of the CAA High School classifications, ( AAA, AA, A). This committee will consist of 1 representative from each CAA basketball conference within the AAA, AA, and A classifications. 

1. These representatives will be elected by member schools within their respective basketball conferences by February 1st. 
 
2. The classification committee will determine the classification level for the next school year (eg. Classification meeting held in March 2011, will determine the maximum student enrollment levels for the 2011/2012 school year.)

3. A new school joining the CAA after the spring organizational meeting will be inserted into conferences, to be determined by the CAA Classification Committee. 

4. An appeal to be placed in a higher or lower conference must be submitted in writing to the Classification Committee by April 1st. Procedures for division placement appeal shall be determined by the Classification Committee. 


5. The burden of providing evidence in support of the appeal is on the appealing school. The weight given to any particular criteria is in the sole discretion of the Classification committee. 

Article 3:

Role and Responsibilities of Directors:
3.1
The Executive Director is to be elected every two years at the April meeting of voting members
3.2
The Executive Director is responsible for the maintenance of the corporation including all state and federal taxes and filings as well as the finances. 
3.3
The Executive Director will be the primary decision making body with the voting members having the right to overrule the director’s decisions with a majority vote. The exceptions to this are issues involving Article 7 of this Constitution. 
3.4
The directors must: maintain a schedule of games, schedule referees, run the league website, communicate important information, compile and publish relevant data and facilitate tournaments when there are six or more schools participating in a sport; unless otherwise decided by the board of eligible schools.
3.5
The directors will hold 3 organizational / scheduling meetings, 1 coaches meeting for each sports season, and one annual constitution meeting
3.6.   The Executive Director and his staff will recommend league fee structures for membership approval at the Constitution meeting to be held in May of each year
3.7   The Executive Director and his staff will establish an annual operating budget that allows the CAA league office to operate under the guidelines of a not-for-profit Corporation and still allow CAA league office to provide the CAA membership with well organized regular season and tournament competitions.  

Article 4:

Roles, Responsibilities and Requirements of Participating Schools:
4.1      
Meetings

4.1. A.       All schools will be held to the decisions made at each of the four annual meetings.
                                                                           
I.      No proxy votes will be allowed at the meetings. A member of that organization and not another member school must register a schools vote.   
4.1. B.     Schools not completing their master schedule at the scheduling meeting will be fined $100 per schedule not completed.   
- Teams canceling season after the scheduling meeting or after their Master Schedule has been posted on website, will not receive a refund for the participation fee and the school will be put on probation, with a $200.00 fine. This fee can not be applied to any fines incurred during the school year. 
1. Teams requesting to join the league late will independently schedule at the leisure of the other teams.
4.1. C.       Schools not in attendance at the four annual meetings will still be held responsible for decisions made by the voting members in attendance at those meetings.  
4.1. D.
    
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.1 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.  
4.2     
 Communication

4.2. A.       Participating schools must name an individual as athletic director. This individual will be the primary contact person for the league and all schools within the league. .
4.2. B.      The athletic director must have a valid e-mail address and check it regularly.
4.2. C.       The athletic director is responsible for posting all scores in to website within 72 hours after the game was played even if it falls on a school break, or any other school holiday. A $25 fine for each delinquent score will be assessed to schools that do not comply.  

4.2. D.      The athletic director must create a master schedule for each sport and submit it to the league no later than 14 days prior to the CAA scheduled start of league play for each season. 
4.2. E.       The athletic director must notify the league, and the other schools involved, of any changes to the master schedule 48 hours prior to the time of the game being changed. All changes, additions and cancellations to the posted Master Schedules must be made thru the website contact, no exceptions.
                                                                           
1.      Failure to do so will leave the delinquent school responsible for all debts incurred due to their negligence, including location, bus rental and referee expenses.  
4.2. F.        The athletic director must check the master schedule when it is initially published and make corrections within 48 hours. Athletic directors must also check the master schedule when any changes have been made to their games to ensure that the changes were made properly.  
                                                                           
1.      Failure to inform the league of errors will leave the schools responsible for all debts incurred due to their negligence, including location, bus rental and referee expenses.
4.2. G.       A team roster deadline for each season will be set at the beginning of each year. Team rosters will be due on Friday, two weeks after the first day of conference games begin. Cut off date to add and/or delete players will be on Friday, three weeks before tournament begins. Name, date of birth, uniform number and grade are required. 
                                                                          
1.      Failure to turn in your school’s rosters by the deadline will cause the delinquent school to become ineligible for the tournament.
                                                                        
2.      Schools must provide detailed information on the roster only when requested. Schools must provide proof of age, grade level, school enrollment and academic eligibility if requested by the league. The league will only request these when there is good reason to suspect deception.
3.      If a player not on the roster plays in a tournament game, that game is forfeit. 
4.  Rosters will be checked anytime during CAA tournaments by a director or secretary.

4.2. H. 
  1.  If a school cancels a game within the allotted 48-hour periods, it is the responsibility of that school to reschedule the game at the leisure of the school cancelled upon. Both schools must actively pursue a reschedule and must make all possible efforts to get the game rescheduled. If the school cancelled upon can demonstrate the impossibility of a reschedule, the school that originally cancelled must forfeit. Two or more forfeitures in a season will leave the team ineligible for post-season play.  

2. If a member feels that a forfeit is to harsh due to reason beyond it’s control, it may appeal the forfeiture to the Disciplinary Committee
4.2. I.
    
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.2 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.

 

4.3      
Eligibility of players

4.3. A.       Each school must maintain and enforce an academic eligibility policy to be decided upon by your school. 
                                                
4.3. B.      Players must take no less than 51 percent of their schooling through the school’s curriculum.  
                                                                         
1.      Students must be enrolled in 3 core curriculum classes at their school in order to be considered eligible for that school. 
                                                                        
2.      In a student’s last year of high school, they are only required to take as many classes as necessary to complete their graduation requirements in order to be considered eligible. 
4.3. C.       Students transferring into a school after the official start date of a season must sit out that season unless they did not play that particular sport the year before. With the exception of students who change address or domicile to a location closer to the school the student is transferring to. This includes junior high and high school. 
4.3. D.      Junior high students cannot be 15 on or before March 1st. 
4.3. E.       High school students cannot be 19 on or before September 1st.
4.3. F.        Players must be in eighth grade or below to play junior high sports. The individual school is responsible for determining the accurate grade level of the student based on their standards. 
                                                                           
1.       The grade level of a home school student, due to the unique structure of their curriculum, shall be of no consequence and age will be the sole determining factor. 
4.3. G.       Once a junior high student has played a conference game with the varsity or junior varsity team they may not return to the junior high team.
4.3. H.       A varsity player may only play on the junior varsity in five more games than the varsity schedule. A junior varsity player may only play at the varsity level in five more games than their regular schedule.   
4.3. I.         In accordance with title 9, women may only participate on men’s teams when a corresponding sport is not offered. A co-ed team must enter the league as a men’s team. 
4.3. J.        A student wishing to play five years of varsity for a team must apply to the league for a waiver in the first of their five years. 
4.3. K.      The league will entertain applications for hardship before each scheduling meeting but is under no obligation to accept them.
4.3. L 
Hardships: 

    
1. Combining of Teams – The joining together of students from two or more member schools in the same area or close proximity to form a single team shall be permitted subject to the following conditions:

A. Permission must be obtained from the Disciplinary Committee on an annual basis. 

B. If a combined school team is approved. The team will be set into a division based on their boys and girls grades 9-11 enrollment, shall be combined for division level placement. (3A or 2A)   
    
2. Eligibility: 

A. Home school athletes who want to compete at a member school must submit a letter stating that 51 percent of their curriculum is received from home schooling. Letter needs to be signed by parents. 

· Students who attend local Junior High or High school, where a particular sport is not offered and are requesting to compete for a current CAA member school must submit the CAA Hardship Form prior to the start of that particular sport season.

·  These student athletes are not able to compete in other leagues during this time.CAA member schools are responsible for submitting the Hardship Form. 
4.3. M.
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.3 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7. 
 

4. 4      
Fees, debts, fines and deadlines
4. 4.  A.       Fees shall be decided on at the annual constitution meetings. 
4. 4.  B.      Schools who are delinquent in paying their fees will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.

4. 4.  C.       Schools who maintain debts with referees, gyms or anyone affiliated with the Charter Athletic Association will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.
4. 4. D.      The deadline for all participation fees will be at the annual scheduling meeting.
                                                                        4. 4. E.       Fees for the referees are decided on at scheduling meetings. All schools must pay referees the amount agreed upon by the voting members. 
4. 4. F.        Schools in their first year of the league, must leave a refundable deposit of $100.00 with the league.
4. 4. G.  Fines are separate from participation fees.
4. 4. H.
 Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.4 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.

4.5.
 Liability

4.5. 1.      Each school must maintain insurance coverage for their teams. The CAA will provide insurance or insurance rider for all state tournament events. 
4.5. 2.      Events are organized by the league but are not hosted by the league.
4.5. 3.      Schools may be asked to provide proof of insurance or an insurance rider for facilities that are used during the tournament. 
4.5. 4.      It is up to the school’s coaches, athletic director and administration to determine the safety of facilities used prior to events, if a school has concerns the league recommends they do not play
4.5. 5.   Member schools will insure that all participants will be medically cleared for participation in any CAA sporting event or have a legal waiver of liability from an approved parent /guardian of the participant. All schools must be able to prove, if asked for documentation, that all players are properly insured or waived of school and CAA responsibility from injury
4.5. 6.

Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.5 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.

4. 6.      Sportsmanship, Behavior and Safety

4. 6.1.     Member schools are responsible for insuring proper sportsmanship, behavior, and safety at all school events that are under the jurisdiction of the CAA 

4. 6. 2.      All member schools are expected to react with appropriate disciplinary measures when players, coaches, spectators and school personnel are involved in unsportsmanlike behavior or there exists safety issues for any participant at all CAA events. 
4. 6. 3.       All member schools are expected to maintain school policies that will insure high standards of sportsmanship, behavior, and safety for all participants, at all CAA events. 

4. 6. 4.   Players, coaches, spectators and all school personnel are expected to maintain high standards of sportsmanship and behavior, at all CAA events. 
4. 6. 5.      League referees are encouraged to maintain the highest level of player, crowd and coach conduct by using technical fouls, ejections and forfeitures as enforcement per the appropriate National Federation High School rulebook.  
4. 6. 6.       Tattoos must be covered if deemed profane or gang related as defined by the official. 
4. 6. 7.     Players, coaches, spectators, and school personnel that are ejected by a referee or school administrator from a CAA event will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7 of this Constitution.  
4.6.8. 
Spectator Behavior – Spectators, parents, or other non-school personnel should not initiate or use profanity in cheers or cheers having the intent of sounding profane, single out opposing players personally and/or heckle them by directing derogatory or profane statements or chants at them, use racist remarks, direct offensive cheers/chants at opposing cheering sections, or engage in physical conflict or other threatening or aggressive behavior with school personnel, officials, players, coaches, or other spectators.   






4. 6. 9.
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 4.6 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.
 

Article 5: Referees
       
5.1.      Upon request of the board of eligible members, the directors shall schedule referees for all conference games.
5.2.      Referees shall be paid the required amount as stated in Article 4 section 4 subsection E with the following exceptions: 
5.3.      If no referees’ show up 30 minutes or later for a game, due to their own negligence, the referee responsible must referee the next game for that school for free.
5.4.      Referees are expected to show up 15 minutes early, failure to do so should be reported to the league. 
5.5.      Schools are responsible for having the referee sign the official book. No complaints will be entertained about referee performance unless this action is taken. 
5.6.      Referees must follow all league specific rules. Referees failing or refusing to enforce policies set forth in the rules section of this document will be disciplined by the CAA.
5.7.      Referees are the ultimate authority at an event. Actions may be protested after the event, in written form, to the directors. 
5.8.      If one referee shows up for a JHS game the game will be played. The referee will not be paid time and a half. 
5.9.   If one referee shows up for a high school game the game must be rescheduled unless and the coaches reach an agreement to do otherwise.
5.10. A referee reimbursement fund will be established (from the Referee Registration revenues) to reimburse schools for facility costs when a CAA referee(s) fail to show up at a scheduled CAA event and the event has to be rescheduled or canceled. 
5.11.
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 5 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.
 

Article 6: Tournaments, Meets and Events:
6.1.      Though the Executive Director will be responsible for organizing the post-season tournaments, the Executive Director might rely on individual schools to volunteer to host them.
A.      Fees charged at individual events will be decided upon at the annual scheduling meetings. 
6.2.      Cross Country and track meets will be hosted by individual schools that volunteer to host them.
A.      The individual school will be responsible for fees and trophies
6.3.      The home team at any event is responsible for providing the following:
A.      Official scorebook and scorebook keeper
B.      Timekeeper / Scoreboard operator            
1.      All of the above must be an adult, over eighteen, for high school games or a well-qualified high school student for junior high games.
2.     Any home team that cannot provide qualified individuals to perform these activities must allow the away team to be the official book or per agreement of both teams, allow acceptable individuals to perform the activities described in Article 6 Section 6.3
6.4.      A player can only play in one post season tournament (i.e. a junior high student, having played in the junior high tournament can not be brought up to play in the junior varsity and a junior varsity player cannot be brought up to play varsity.)
6.5.      If a team is more than fifteen minutes late to a game they must forfeit the game unless otherwise decided by the home team. 
6.6.      If a team is less than fifteen minutes late they may be penalized with loss of time, a technical foul, loss of warm up time or forfeiture of part of the game a depending on the sport. (I.e. one match of a volleyball game per ten minutes). 
6.7. Teams opting out of tournament will not receive a refund for the participation fee.
6.8. Teams removed from tournament will not receive a refund for the participation fee.
6.9. Tournament brackets will be created according to standings from Power Rankings. 
6.10. The 3rd place game will be removed from all tournaments.
6.11. Conference division winners will continue to receive 1st place trophy. To be considered eligible for a conference title and tournament entry, schools must play the minimum number of games as established by the CAA for that particular sport. Conference winners will be determined by the best in-conference record as determined by games played against conference opponents. If there is a tie then the tie breaker system will come into effect.


A. 1st tie breaker is head to head wins and losses


B. 2nd tie breaker is the higher power ranked rating.  
6.12   The Executive Director and his staff will determine what trophies will be presented at all CAA events as long as the cost is within acceptable budgetary guidelines.  

6.13.
Schools failing to comply with the guidelines defined in Article 6 will be held accountable per the guidelines established in Article 7.
 
Article 7: 

Disciplinary Guidelines, Due Process and Appeal Process
 
7.1 
The member schools will send in an official CAA Infraction Report Document ( found on the website) to the CAA Executive Director outlining remediation and corrective measures that will be handled at the school level, by the offending school, when the offending school is involved in any infraction(s) of the CAA Constitutional guidelines. 

7.2 
The CAA Executive Director will review all such reports and determine if further corrective action or sanctions seem necessary. If no further action is necessary then the CAA Executive Director will follow up with the offending school to ascertain if it has followed its stated remediation and corrective measures. If the CAA Executive Director feels that further corrective action or sanctions seem necessary then the CAA Executive Director will forward all information regarding the offending schools infractions to the CAA Disciplinary Committee for further investigation, review, and possibly sanctions.
7.3 
Possible sanctions could be imposed on offending schools if infractions are found, but not limited to, in the following areas:
· Player Eligibility
· Fee Deadlines

· Roster Deadlines

· Schedule Deadlines

· Behavioral Incidents

· Facility Safety

· Home team Game responsibilities

· Fines not paid

· Referee Payments

· Liability infractions
      
 

 7.4 
The CAA Disciplinary Committee may impose one or more of the following sanctions for infractions by offending schools.
· Executive Director REMEDIATION
· Disciplinary Committee WARNING  
· Disciplinary Committee PROBATION 
· Disciplinary Committee 1st DISQUALIFICATION 
· Disciplinary Committee 2nd DISQUALIFICATION 
· Disciplinary Committee Expulsion from the CAA
7.5 
The following is an explanation of each of CAA sanctions listed in Article 7 Section 5
1. REMEDIATION by Executive Director: The Executive Director will explain to the offending school the Constitutional guidelines that have not been properly followed, ask offending school for more diligence and compliance in following CAA Constitutional guidelines.

2. WARNING by Disciplinary Committee:  Places offending school on notice that further infractions of Constitutional guidelines may result in Probation.  

3. PROBATION by Disciplinary Committee: Offending school is ineligible for post-season play and shall not receive any award for achievement in that sport. Schools on probation must leave a refundable deposit of $100 with the league for the following year.
4. 1st DISQUALIFICATION by Disciplinary Committee: Offending school is disqualified from participating in any sport for the rest of the current season (fall, winter, or spring). 
5. 2nd DISQUALIFICATION by Disciplinary Committee: Offending school is disqualified from participating in any sport for the rest of the current school year. 
6. EXPULSION from the CAA by Disciplinary Committee: Offending school is disqualified for a 3rd time in a two year period.

7.6.
In cases where an infraction has occurred and a disqualification (s) results, the member school shall be afforded the opportunity to appeal the probation or disqualification(s) and present an alternative corrective action for the CAA Disciplinary Committee to consider in lieu of the imposed probation or disqualification(s). The school's governing board may appeal the corrective action of the probation or disqualification(s) under one of the following conditions:

1. The administration and coaches of the offending member school(s) submit a written request to the CAA Disciplinary Committee that the probation or disqualification(s) imposed against the offending member school be rescinded and, if applicable, be allowed to participate in post-season competition.
2. When a school employee(s) was responsible for the violation that caused a probation or disqualification(s), the offending member school shall submit a written request that the probation or disqualification(s) be rescinded because appropriate corrective action(s) has been taken against said employee(s); such as, but not limited to, a letter of reprimand, dismissal or suspension.

3. In the event a student, parent or legal guardian files a false document with school authorities, which results in the playing of an ineligible participant, the member school may appeal the forfeiture of the contest(s) in which the ineligible player participated. After hearing the appeal, the CAA Disciplinary Committee may, at its discretion:

A. Waive imposing a penalty against the member school.

B. Declare the student involved ineligible in all sports for a maximum of 365 days from the date of the discovery of the false information.

C. After the period of ineligibility for filing a false document is satisfied, the student shall regain eligibility if all other eligibility requirements have been met. 
7.7. REPORTED VIOLATION: DUE PROCESS PROCEDURE
1. The CAA shall maintain a policy of self-policing by its member schools regarding infractions of CAA Constitutional Guidelines. Therefore, it shall be the responsibility of member schools to report to the CAA any CAA Constitutional Guidelines.
2. Should a possible CAA Constitutional Guidelines infraction come to the attention of the CAA Executive Director from a source other than the member school believed to have committed the infraction, the CAA Executive Director shall so notify the member school in writing. Sources other than the member school who report a possible violation must make the possible infraction(s) known to the school involved and the CAA Executive Director without delay.
3. At its discretion, if the CAA Executive Director determines that circumstances warrant, the CAA Executive Director may conduct its own investigation and any related proceedings it determines to be appropriate, in order to make a determination whether a member school has committed infraction(s) of the Constitutional guidelines. If, based on its investigation and any related proceedings, the CAA Executive Director determines that an infraction(s) has occurred; it shall promptly notify the member school in writing.

4. A member school shall investigate and ascertain those facts it considers necessary in making a determination of whether it has committed an infraction(s). If a member school determines that it may have committed or did commit an infraction(s), it shall immediately report the violation to the CAA Executive Director. At that time, the member school shall also report any corrective action taken regarding the infraction(s).

5. The initial report by a member school of its infraction(s) and the corrective action taken shall be in writing to the CAA Executive Director using the CAA Infraction Report Document (found on the website).
6. The initial report shall include the nature and circumstances of the infraction(s), and any information believed to be relevant for consideration by the CAA Executive Director
7. In addition to submitting a written report, the member school may request the opportunity to appear at a meeting of the CAA Disciplinary Committee to discuss its infraction(s) and the corrective action taken.

8. Upon receiving a written report of violation from a member school, the CAA Executive Director shall determine whether the corrective action taken by said member school was adequate. Should the CAA Executive Director determine the corrective action taken was adequate, the member school shall be so notified in writing and no further action by the CAA shall be taken.
9. Should the CAA Executive Director determine that the corrective action taken by a member school was not adequate for the infraction(s) reported, then the Executive Director will forward all information regarding the offending schools infraction(s) to the Disciplinary Committee for further investigation, review, and possibly sanctions. If the CAA Disciplinary Committee should impose further disciplinary action, it shall notify the member school by telephone within two working days from the date of the decision and shall ,within one week, provide a written notification to the member school upon completion of the official minutes for the CAA Disciplinary Committee meeting in which the disciplinary action was imposed. The written notification shall stipulate the disciplinary action and the right of the member school to appeal said decision. Said disciplinary action shall be effective immediately.
10. The member school shall have ten days from the date of the written notice from the CAA Disciplinary Committee to request an appeal. Should the member school not request an appeal within ten days, the disciplinary action taken by the CAA Disciplinary Committee shall become final.

11. Should the member school within said ten day period wish to appeal the disciplinary action taken by the CAA Disciplinary Committee, it shall then submit a request for an appeal hearing in writing to the CAA. Said request shall set forth the basis for the appeal and reasons why the decision of the CAA Disciplinary Committee should be reviewed and shall set forth any new and additional information believed to be relevant for consideration by the CAA Arbitrator.

12. The member school may have an attorney present, may present witnesses, testimony, and any relevant evidence or information for consideration by the CAA Arbitrator.

13. After hearing the appeal, the CAA Arbitrator shall make a final decision as to the disciplinary action to be taken. The member school shall be notified in writing of the final decision of the CAA Arbitrator. 
14. At its discretion, the CAA Disciplinary Committee may consider a matter involving a possible infraction of CAA Constitutional guidelines at its regularly scheduled meeting or at a special meeting. At the sole discretion of the CAA Disciplinary Committee, said special meeting may be by telephone conference call. 
15. If a member school is found to have committed an infraction(s) as a result of the process set out under Article 7.7, in addition to any sanction(s) otherwise authorized by the Constitutional guidelines, in the discretion of the CAA Disciplinary Committee , the member school may be assessed the costs of the investigation and any related proceedings. If so assessed, the member school shall promptly pay the assessment or face further sanction by the CAA Disciplinary Committee, including loss of its membership.

7.8 INELIGIBLE PLAYER

1. When an ineligible player(s) participates in a contest, the member school must automatically forfeit all contests in which the ineligible player(s) participated.

2. In cases where a violation has occurred and a forfeiture(s) results, the member school shall be afforded the opportunity to appeal the forfeiture(s) and present an alternative corrective action for the CAA Disciplinary Committee to consider in lieu of forfeiture(s). The school's governing board may appeal the corrective action of forfeiture(s) under one of the following conditions
3. The administration and coaches of the offended member school(s) submit a written request to the CAA Disciplinary Committee that the forfeiture(s) imposed against the offending member school be rescinded and, if applicable, be allowed to participate in post-season competition.

4. When a school employee(s) was responsible for the violation that caused a forfeiture(s), the offending member school shall submit a written request that the forfeiture be rescinded because appropriate corrective action(s) has been taken against said employee(s); such as, but not limited to, a letter of reprimand, dismissal or suspension.

5. The member school in violation submits a written request to the CAA Disciplinary Committee that a forfeiture(s) be rescinded based on the school's voluntary withdrawal from all post-season competition.

6. In the event a student, parent or legal guardian files a false document with school authorities which results in the playing of an ineligible participant, the member school may appeal the forfeiture of the contest(s) in which the ineligible player participated. After hearing the appeal, the CAA Disciplinary Committee may, at its discretion:

A. Waive imposing a penalty against the member school.

B. Declare the student involved ineligible in all sports for a maximum of 365 days from the date of the discovery of the false information.

C. After the period of ineligibility for filing a false document is satisfied, the student shall regain eligibility if all other eligibility requirements have been met.

7. Restitution - If a student is ineligible according to CAA rules, but is permitted to participate in interscholastic competition contrary to such CAA rules, but in accordance with the terms of a court restraining order or injunction against his/her school and/or the CAA, and said restraining order or injunction is subsequently voluntarily or involuntarily vacated, stayed, reversed or it is finally determined by the courts that injunctive relief is not or was not justified, any one or more of the following actions may be taken against the school for which said student competed in the interest of restitution and fairness to competing schools:

A. Require that individual or team records and performances achieved during participation by such ineligible student be vacated or stricken.

B. Require that team victories be forfeited.

C. Require that team awards earned by the school for which the ineligible student competed or individual awards earned by the ineligible student be returned to the CAA.

7.9 SPORTSMANSHIP RULE

1. Ejection from a Contest - If an CCA contest official determines that a coach or player has acted in an unsportsmanlike manner during either a period or intermission, the coach or player may be ordered to leave the contest.

A.  NOTE: When a coach or player is ejected from a contest, his/her member school should complete CAA Ejection Form and submit it to the CAA.

2. Penalties for Ejection - A coach or player ejected from a contest for any reason shall be subject to the following without appeal:

1.   First Ejection - Ineligible for the next contest at that level of competition and all other contests during that interim at any level.

A. Any person ejected from a contest shall not participate the remainder of that day. 

2. Second Ejection - Ineligible for the next two contests at that level of competition and all other contests during that interim at any level.

A. Any person ejected from a contest shall not participate the remainder of that day.

3. Third Ejection - A similar infraction of Article 7, Section 9.2.2 of the CAA Constitutional Guidelines by the same player or coach during the same season will result in cessation of the season for the player concerned.

4. End-Of-Season Ejection - If a penalty is imposed at the end of the sport season and no contest remains, the penalty shall be enforced at the beginning of the subsequent season of competition in which the coach or player participates, regardless of the sport.

5. Leaving Bench Area - When two or more persons (including coaches, non-playing contestants and nonparticipating school personnel) leave their team's bench area to initiate a confrontation, or during an altercation in progress, the following shall occur without appeal:

A. The contest officials shall eject any person they determine to be an infraction of Article 4 Section 6, 

B. The contest officials may terminate the contest.

C. If the contest is terminated, the team(s) that left the bench area must forfeit the contest and record a loss.

D. If the contest is terminated during a tournament or post-season play, the offending team(s) will be removed from further tournament or post-season competition.

E. Further penalties may be imposed against the offending team(s) by the CAA Disciplinary Committee as set forth in Article 7 the CAA Constitutional Guidelines.

6. ENTERING SPECTATOR AREA PROHIBITED – No player may leave the playing area and enter the spectator area of the facility to engage in any type of verbal or physical conflict. Notwithstanding any other rule in the CAA Constitutional Guidelines, the MINIMUM penalties for violation of this rule are:

A. The player is ineligible to participate in all interscholastic athletics for the remainder of the school year, and;

B. The player’s school shall immediately be on Probation pending an investigation and report by the school to the CAA Disciplinary Committee detailing what occurred, what caused the occurrence, what was done by the school to diffuse what occurred, what school imposed disciplinary actions have occurred, and what corrective actions have been implemented by the school to prevent future violations.

C. In the discretion of the CAA Disciplinary Committee, a school’s report may be rejected if deemed inadequate and the Probation shall remain in effect pending receipt of an adequate report.

D. Upon receipt of an adequate report, the CAA Disciplinary Committee reviews the matter and may impose any penalties set forth in Article 7 of the CAA Constitutional Guidelines. The school shall remain on Probation until action by the CAA Disciplinary Committee.

7. Spectator Behavior – In the event that spectators, parents, or other non-school personnel initiate or use profanity in cheers or cheers having the intent of sounding profane, single out opposing players personally and/or heckle them by directing derogatory or profane statements or chants at them, use racist remarks, direct offensive cheers/chants at opposing cheering sections, or engage in physical conflict or other threatening or aggressive behavior with school personnel, officials, players, coaches, or other spectators, the school(s) involved shall utilize all available law enforcement resources to prosecute such offenders, and shall take all reasonable actions to help ensure that future similar incidents do not occur, such as temporarily or permanently prohibiting the offender(s) from attending future contests.

7.10 FORFEITURE - Automatic loss of contest.

1. In cases where a violation has occurred and a forfeiture(s) results, the member school shall be afforded the opportunity to appeal the forfeiture(s) and present an alternative corrective action for the CAA Disciplinary Committee to consider in lieu of forfeiture(s). The school's governing board may appeal the corrective action of forfeiture(s) under one of the following conditions:

2. The administration and coaches of the offended member school(s) submit a written request to the CAA Disciplinary Committee that the forfeiture(s) imposed against the offending member school be rescinded and, if applicable, that the school be allowed to participate in post-season competition.

3. When a school employee(s) was responsible for the violation that caused a forfeiture(s), the offending member school shall submit a written request that the forfeiture(s) be rescinded because appropriate corrective action(s) has been taken against said employee(s); such as, but not limited to, a letter of reprimand, dismissal or suspension.

4. The member school in violation submits a written request to the CAA Disciplinary Committee that a forfeiture(s) be rescinded based on the school's voluntary withdrawal from all post-season competition.

5. In the event a student, parent or legal guardian files a false document with school authorities which results in the playing of an ineligible participant, the member school may appeal the forfeiture of the contest(s) in which the ineligible player participated. After hearing the appeal, the CAA Disciplinary Committee may, at its discretion:

a. Waive imposing a penalty against the member school.

b. Declare the student involved ineligible in all sports for a maximum of 365 days from the date of the discovery of the false information.

c. After the period of ineligibility for filing a false document is satisfied, the student shall regain eligibility if all other eligibility requirements have been met.

6. Should a violation of CAA Constitutional Guidelines or tournament procedures occur during a state tournament, the Tournament Games Committee or Tournament Director is authorized to disqualify a team or individual and/or cause a forfeiture of a contest(s).
7. Scoring for forfeits should be recorded in the following manner:

· Tackle Football: 6 - 0

· Flag Football: 6 - 0
· High School Volleyball: 3 - 0

· Junior High Volleyball: 2 – 0

· High School and Junior High Basketball: 2 – 0

· High School and Junior High Softball: 2 – 0

· High School and Junior High Baseball: 2 – 0

· High School and Junior High Soccer: 1 – 0

· High School and Junior High Chess: 1 – 0

· High School and Junior High Golf: 1 – 0

· High School and Junior High Ultimate: 1 – 0

· High School and Junior High Team Track: 1 – 0

· High School and Junior High Team Cross Country: 1 – 0

7.11 Expulsion

1. Any member school which repeatedly fails to abide by CAA Constitutional Guidelines and fails to carry out and further the philosophy and objectives of the CAA may be expelled from the league per Article 7 of the CAA Constitutional Guidelines.
2. Any member school which has been expelled from the league per Article 7 of the CAA Constitutional Guidelines, after one calendar year from the date of its expulsion, petition for reinstatement as a CAA member.

“Individual commitment to a group effort – that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”

· Vince Lombardi 
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